
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $275,000 FOR AMHERST CINEMA ARTS CENTER

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $275,000 for the Amherst Cinema Arts Center, a new nonprofit, three-screen cinema showplace for Amherst's town center.

  Olver secured the funding in the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations bill, which the House passed on June 14.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked in that role to secure the funding under HUD's Economic Development Initiatives program.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  "The Amherst Cinema Arts Center will give the town and region an economic boost by making Amherst center a destination for cultural tourism and anchoring an exciting new complex of eateries and shops," Olver said. "The new cinema complex will also create the positive spin-off effect of increased foot traffic into the town center's restaurants, stores and other businesses ‚ giving people a reason to spend time in town both day and evening, all year round."

   "We are very grateful to Congressman Olver for his efforts on behalf of the Amherst Cinema Arts Center," said Carol Johnson, president of Board of Directors. ìHis interest in our projects reflects the growing realization that the arts can play an important role in economic development. I am confident the new cinema complex will play such a role for the town of Amherst."

  The Amherst Cinema Arts Center is an addition to the historic Amherst Cinema Building, which is being transformed by Amherst developer Barry Roberts into a multi-use complex, with restaurants, retail shops and office space.

   The addition will enlarge the lofty brick cinema structure that has stood on Amity Street since 1879. The new structure will abut and extend the south and east faÁades of the old cinema building.

    A ceremonial groundbreaking for the new Amherst Cinema Arts Center was held on May 6 kicking off a three-year capital campaign.

   The project will include one 190-seat theater and two 49-seat theaters and a lighted covered pedestrian walkway from the town parking lot to the theater.

  Amherst Cinema Arts Center, Inc. will present a full schedule of mainstream and independent films by award-winning and emerging artists, including film festivals, documentaries, and children's programming and special events. The nonprofit organization will be a cultural and educational resource for the region, and is already planning collaborations with schools, area film faculty, and senior and youth programs.

     For additional information about this project, contact Marta Ostapiuk, Executive Director, Amherst Cinema Arts Center, Inc. at 413.256.1991 or marta@amherstcinema.org. ###

  For general information about the Amherst Cinema Arts Center, please visit www.AmherstCinema.org
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